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City of Newport
REQUEST FOR CITY COUNCIL ACTION

To: Council Chair Charles Holder & Members of the City Council
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Subject: Bicycle Related Ordinances

Staff Presentation: Ryan G. Duffy, Chief of Police and Director of Public Safety

RECOMMENDATION:

)

It is the recommendation of the Director of Public Safety to amend the following ordinance related to subjects including,
bicycle operations, bicycle equipment, bicycle safety, bicycle / vehicle engagement, and related definitions. The affected
ordinances include:

5.97.020 Definitions

10.08.010 Definitions

10.16.020 Traffic Control Signal Legend
10.16.030 Flashing Signals

10.20.120 Parking Prohibited in Specified Places
10.72 Bicycles

BACKGROUND AND FINDINGS:

In June of 2023, representatives from the City’s Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Commission, Bike Newport and the
Police Department began to collaborate on a project to update the City ordinances with regard to bicycle related issues.
The collaborative group met periodically for many months to outline recommended changes to City ordinances in order
to bring Newport’s ordinances consistent with contemporary multi-modal philosophies and eliminate outdated processes.

On April 13,2026 a City Council Workshop was held to discuss the proposed changes to City ordinance. Upon receiving

Council and community feedback, changes were made to the original proposal as well as plans made for future adjustments
to address other micro-mobility means of transport.
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Red=Delete

Blue=Add CITY OF NEWPORT
ORDINANCE
OF THE
COUNCIL
NO.

AN ORDINANCE IN AMENDMENT OF TITLE TEN OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES
OF THE CITY OF NEWPORT, RHODE ISLAND, REVISION OF 1994, AS
AMENDED, ENTITLED, "VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC."

BE IT ORDAINED by the City of Newport:

SECTION 1. Chapter 10.08 of the Codified Ordinances of the City of
Newport, Revision of 1994, as amended, entitled, “General
Provisions,” is hereby further amended as follows:

Section 10.08.010. Definitions.

As used in this title, unless otherwise expressly provided:

ADD:

"Bicycle” means a conveyance propelled by human power in
combination with a belt, chain or gears and also includes an
electric bicycle (also known as e-bikes).

“Bicycle Parking” A designated area that allows for the intact
and secure storage of bicycles, where both wheels can rest on a
stable surface and accessing the space does not require the
movement of other bicycles, vehicles or objects.

"Class 1 Bicycle Parking." Spaces in secure, weather-protected
facilities intended for use as long-term, overnight, and work-
day bicycle storage by dwelling unit residents, non-residential
occupants, and Employees.

"Class 2 Bicycle Parking." Bicycle racks located in a publicly-
accessible, highly visible location intended for transient or
short-term use by visitors, guests, and patrons to the building
or use.

“Bike Path” A route physically separated from motorized
vehicular traffic by an open space or barrier and either within
the highway right-of-way or within an independent right-of-way.

“"Bike Lane” A lane on a street restricted to bicycles that is
designated by means of pavement coloring, lines or other clearly
visible markings, which has a width of no less than five (5)
feet when adjacent to a curb, guardrail or other vertical
surface, or parking lane. The operation and parking of motor
vehicles is prohibited within the lane identified for exclusive
use by bicyclists, except when making a turn, entering or
leaving the roadway or a parking lane, or when required in the
course of official duty.

"Bike Route” A term used to identify a roadway shared by both




bicycles and other forms of transportation that is designated by
means of signs and/or pavement markings to indicate a preferred
navigational route for bicyclists.

DELETE CROSSWALK IN ITS ENTIRETY AND ADD IN LIEU THEREOF:

"Crosswalk" That portion of a roadway ordinarily included within
the prolongation or continuation of curb lines and property
lines at intersections, and/or at any portion of the roadway
clearly indicated for pedestrian crossing by lines on the road
surface or by other markings or signs.

“"Cycle Track” A bike lane separated from moving cars, parked
cars, and sidewalks by physical barriers to provide a dedicated
space for bicyclists and minimize potential conflicts between
people using different modes of transportation.

"Electric personal assistive mobility device" ("EPAMD") is a

self-balancing two (2) non-tandem wheeled device, designed to
transport only one person, with an electric propulsion system
which limits the maximum speed of the device to fifteen (15)

miles per hour.

“"Electric bicycle” shall mean a bicycle equipped with fully
operable pedals, a saddle or seat for the rider and an electric
motor that meets the requirements of one of the following three
classes:

Class 1: Bicycle equipped with an electric motor that provides
assistance only when the rider is pedaling and that ceases to
provide assistance when the electric bicycle reaches twenty
miles per hours (20 mph) ;

Class 2: Bicycle equipped with a throttle actuated electric
motor that ceases to provide assistance when the electric
bicycle reaches twenty miles per hours (20 mph) ;

Class 3: Bicycle equipped with an electric motor that provides
assistance only when the rider is pedaling and ceases to
provide assistance when the electric bicycle reaches twenty-
eight miles per hour (28 mph).

“"Electric kick scooter or skateboard” means a wheeled device,
designed to transport only one (1) person, in a standing
position, with an electric propulsion system which limits the
maximum speed of the device to twenty (20) miles per hour.




DELETE “MOTOR VEHICLE’ IN ITS ENTIRETY:

ADD IN LIEU THEREOF

"Motor (or motorized) vehicle" means any vehicle constructed and
designed for propulsion by power other than human power, except
for electric bicycles, motorized bicycles, EPAMD, and mobility
assistive devices, such as electric wheelchairs.

"Motorized bicycle" means a 2 or 3 wheeled vehicle that has a
post mounted seat, fully operative pedals for human propulsion?,
and a motor rated not more than four and nine-tenths (4.9)
horsepower and not greater than fifty (50) cubic centimeters,
which is capable of a maximum speed of not more than thirty (30)
miles per hour.

"Pedal carriages" (also known as 'quadricycles") means a non-
motorized bicycle with four (4) or more wheels operated by one
or more persons for the purpose of, or capable of, transporting
additional passengers in seats or on a platform made a part of,
or otherwise attached to, the pedal carriage. The term shall not
include a bicycle with trainer or beginner wheels affixed to it,
nor shall it include a wheelchair or other vehicle with the
purpose of operation by or for the transportation of a
handicapped person.

"Pedestrian" means any person afoot or wusing any walking
assistance tool such as crutches, a cane or walker, or any
person seated in a wheelchair, motorized or otherwise.

“Pedicab” See Section 5.97.020 - Definitions.

“"Road user” means a vehicle operator or passenger, bicyclist or
pedestrian within a highway, road or street.

“"Roller Skates” Any shoe with an attachment of wheels, also know
as “Roller Blades”.

“Sharrow / Shared Lane Marking” Shared Lane pavement markings
are placed in the center of the vehicle lane on the roadway and
indicate that the street space of the route is for use by both
bicyclists and motorists. Motorists should expect to see
bicycles using the travel lane. Roads with shared lane markings
are not a facility ¢type and should not be considered a
substitute for bike lanes, cycle tracks, or other separation
treatments where these types of facilities are otherwise
warranted or space permits.

“Shared Use Path (SUP)” means a paved, off-road facility
designed for travel by pedestrians and those using modes of
transportation that include bicycles, roller skates or

skateboards, where use is limited to non-motorized vehicles and
the speed limit and direction of travel are set and enforced for
the safety of all users.



“Skateboard” means any platform of any composition or size
without a seat to which one or more wheels are attached and
which is intended to be ridden or propelled by one or more
persons standing or kneeling upon it.

DELETE “STREET” OR “HIGHWAY” IN ITS ENTIRETY

ADD IN LIEU THEREOF:

"Street" or "highway" means the entire width between boundary
lines of every way when any part thereof is open to the use of
the public for purposes of vehicular travel.

"Toy” means a variation of a non-motorized bicycle, skateboard,
or scooter made for children and intended for recreation, not as
a mode of transportation.

“Trishaw” means a bicycle that has three (3) or more wheels, or
that is a trailer connected to any bicycle, that is operated by
an individual and transports, or is capable of transporting,
passengers on seats attached to the bicycle or trailer.

SECTION 2. This ordinance shall take effect upon its passage and
all ‘efdinarnieces or patrts of vitdinances inconsistent herewith are
hereby repealed.

IN COUNCIL
READ AND PASSED

Laura C. Swistak, CMC
City Clerk




CITY OF NEWPORT
ORDINANCE
OF THE
COUNCIL
NO.

AN ORDINANCE IN AMENDMENT OF TITLE TEN OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES
OF THE CITY OF NEWPORT, RHODE ISLAND, REVISION OF 1994, AS
AMENDED, ENTITLED, "VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC."™

BE IT ORDAINED by the City of Newport:

SECTION 1. Chapter 10.16 of the Codified Ordinances of the City of
Newport, Revision of 1994, as amended, entitled, “Traffic Control
Devices,” is hereby further amended as follows:

Section 10.16.020. Traffic control signal legend

DELETE SECTION 10.16.020 IN ITS ENTIRETY:




ADD IN LIEU THEREOQOF:

Section 10.16.020. Traffic control signal legend

Whenever traffic is controlled by traffic control signals
exhibiting the words '"go," 'caution" or "stop," or exhibiting
different colored lights successively one at a time, or with
arrows, the following colors only shall be used and such terms
and lights shall indicate and apply to road users as follows:

A. Motor Vehicle Traffic

35 Green Alone or “Go”.

Motor vehicle traffic facing the signal may proceed
straight through or turn right or left unless a sign
at such place prohibits either such turn. Motor
vehicle traffic, including vehicles turning right or
left, shall yield the right-of-way to other road users
lawfully within the intersection or an adjacent
crosswalk.

27 Yellow Alone or “Caution” When Shown Following the
Green or “Go"” Signal.

Motor vehicle traffic facing the signal shall stop 2.
before entering an intersection on a red or “stop”

signal, which will be exhibited immediately
thereafter. Such traffic shall not enter or be
crossing the intersection when the red or “stop”
signal is exhibited.

R Red Alone or "“Stop”. Drivers of motor vehicles
approaching the signal shall:
a. Not make any turn over or through private

property to avoid such signal;

b. Stop before entering the nearest crosswalk (if

present) and intersection;

= i Come to a complete stop, and;

d. Wait for the signal to change to green, or, if
safe to do so, make a right turn after yielding
the right-of-way to other trarfic and



pedestrians, unless such right turn on red is
prohibited by official signage.

4. Red with Green Arrow.
Motor vehicle traffic facing the signal may cautiously
enter the intersection only to make the movement
indicated by such arrow, but shall yield the right-of-
way to pedestrians lawfully within a crosswalk and to
other traffic lawfully using the intersection.

Pedestrians. Unless otherwise directed by a pedestrian
control signal, traffic control signals shall indicate and
apply to pedestrians as follows:
i Green Alone or “Go”.
Pedestrians facing a green signal may proceed across
the roadway within any marked or unmarked crosswalk.

2. Yellow Alone or “Caution” When Shown Following the
Green or “Go Signal.
Pedestrians facing a yellow signal are thereby advised
that there is insufficient time to cross the roadway
before a red indication is shown, and no pedestrian
shall then start to cross the roadway.

L Red Alone or “Stop”.
No pedestrian facing such signal shall enter the
roadway unless they can do so safely and without
interfering with the flow of traffic.

4. Red with Green Arrow.
No pedestrian facing such a signal shall enter the
roadway unless they can do so safely and without
interfering with the flow of traffic.

Bicycle Traffic. Unless otherwise directed by a bicycle-

specific control signal, traffic control signals shall
apply to bicycle traffic as follows:
1. Green Alone or “Go”.

Bicyclists facing any green signal may proceed
straight through or turn right or left unless a sign
is present prohibiting such turn. Bicycle traffic,
including those turning right or left, shall yield the
right-of-way to other road users lawfully within the
intersection or an adjacent crosswalk.

20 Yellow Alone or “Caution” When Shown Following the
Green or “Go” Signal.
Bicyclists facing a yellow signal are thereby advised
that there is insufficient time to cross the roadway
before a red indication is shown, and no bicyclist
shall then start to cross the roadway.

35 Red Alone or “Stop”. Bicyclists approaching the signal
shall

a) stop before entering the crosswalk (if present)
and intersection;

b) come to a complete stop, and;

c) wait for the signal to change to green or make a
right turn after yielding right-of-way to other
traffic and pedestrians, unless such right turn
on red is prohibited by official signage.




4. Red with Green Arrow.
Bicyclists facing the signal may cautiously enter the
intersection only to make the movement indicated by
such arrow but shall yield the right-of-way to
pedestrians lawfully within a crosswalk and to other
traffic lawfully using the intersection.

5. Bicyclists Using Pedestrian Control Signal. Bicyclists
are permitted to cross an intersection at the
direction of an immediately adjacent pedestrian
control signal when the bicyclist has adhered to all
applicable traffic laws and come to a stop at the
intersection, and all of the following circumstances
are met:

a) The intersection does not have an operational
bicycle control signal;

b) The bicyclist rides directly adjacent to but not
within the crosswalk controlled by the pedestrian
control signal;

c) It is safe for the operator of the bicycle to do
so, and the action does not interfere with other
traffic legally operating within the
intersection.

6. Bicycle Control Signal.
1f & ‘bigyeclist is 'at  an dntersection  with  an
operational Dbicycle traffic control signal, the
bicyclist is prohibited from following the direction
of an alternative (vehicle or pedestrian) traffic
signal.

SECTION 2. This ordinance shall take effect upon its passage and
all ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith are
hereby repealed.

IN COUNCIL
READ AND PASSED

Laura C. Swistak, CMC
City Clerk




CITY OF NEWPORT
ORDINANCE
OF THE
COUNCIL
NO.

AN ORDINANCE IN AMENDMENT OF TITLE TEN OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES
OF THE CITY OF NEWPORT, RHODE ISLAND, REVISION OF 1994, AS
AMENDED, ENTITLED, "VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC."

BE IT ORDAINED by the City of Newport:

SECTION 1. Chapter 10.16 of the Codified Ordinances of the City of
Newport, Revision of 1994, as amended, entitled, “Traffic Control
Devices,” is hereby further amended as follows:

Section 10.16.030. Flashing signals.

DELETE SECTION 10.16.030 IN ITS ENTIRETY:

v}
H

P}
gal

AND ADD IN LIEU THEREOF

10.16.030. Flashing signals.

Whenever an illuminated flashing red or yellow signal is used
in a traffic sign or signal it shall require obedience by road
users as follows:

A. Flashing Red (Stop Signal). When a red lens is illuminated
with rapid intermittent flashes, road users shall stop
before entering the nearest crosswalk at an intersection or
at a limit line when marked, or, if none, then before
entering the intersection, and the right to proceed shall be
subject to the rules applicable after making a stop at a
stop sign.



B. Flashing Yellow (Caution Signal). When a yellow lens is
illuminated with rapid intermittent flashes, road users may
proceed through the intersection or past such signal only
with caution.

C. Flashing Green (Pedestrian Signal). When a green lens is
illuminated with rapid intermittent flashes, road users may
proceed through the intersection or crosswalk past such a
signal only with caution.

SECTION 2. This ordinance shall take effect upon its passage and
all ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith are
hereby repealed.

IN COUNCIL
READ AND PASSED

Laura C. Swistak, CMC
City Clerk



CITY OF NEWPORT
ORDINANCE
OF THE
COUNCIL
NO.

AN ORDINANCE IN AMENDMENT OF TITLE TEN OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES
OF THE CITY OF NEWPORT, RHODE ISLAND, REVISION OF 1994, AS
AMENDED, ENTITLED, "VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC."

BE IT ORDAINED by the City of Newport:

SECTION 1. Chapter 10.16 of the Codified Ordinances of the City of
Newport, Revision of 1994, as amended, entitled, “Traffic Control
Devices,” is hereby further amended as follows:

10.20.120. Parking prohibited in specified places—Unauthorized
moving in prohibited areas.

A. No person shall stop, stand or park a vehicle, except when
necessary to avoid conflict with other traffic or in
compliance: with the dikections of & police officéer or traffie
control device; in any of the following places:

1 On a sidewalk;

2y In front of a public or private driveway, or within
five feet of either side thereof;

Within an intersection;
Within eight feet of a fire hydrant;

On a crosswalk;

10 T & p E U 0

Within twenty (20) feet of a crosswalk at an
intersection: and, for oncoming traffic at non-
intersection crosswalks, within fifteen (15) feet of a
crosswalk where there is diagonal parking, and within
ten feet of a crosswalk where there is parallel
parking;

T Within thirty (30) feet upon the approach to any
flashing beacon; stop sign oF tratfic coitrol signal
located at the side of a roadway:

8. In front of any place of public worship while any
service is being carried on;

9 On the left side of any street, unless otherwise
permitted under this chapter;

10. Between a safety zone and the adjacent curb or within
thirty (30) feet of points on the curb immediately
opposite the ends of a safety zone, unless a different
length is indicated by signs or markings;

1l. Within fifty (50) feet of the nearest rail of a
railroad crossing;



12 Within twenty (20) feet of the driveway entrance to any
fire station and, on the side of a street opposite the
entrance to any fire station, within seventy-five (75)
feet of such entrance when properly sign-posted;

1.3 Alongside or opposite any street excavation or
obstruction when such stopping, standing or parking
would obstruct traffic:

14. On the roadway side of any vehicle stopped or parked at
the edge or curb of a street;

15 Upon any bridge or other elevated structure upon a
highway;

16, At gny place where offibidl gighs prohibit stepping; or

17% On any roadway adjacent to a curb painted yellow.

ADD:

18- On any bicycle lane, trail or path.

B No person shall move a vehicle not owned by such person into

any such prohibited area or away from a curb such distance
as 1s unlawful.

Ci. It is unlawful to alter, cover, deface, paint over, or
otherwise compromise or change a city-installed or
sdictloned curb marking or other traffiec control sign,
marking or designation.

[ It is unlawful for any person or persons not authorized or
ganictioned by ‘thercity te paink, alter; duplicate; orf treate
a yellow curb marking, or any other traffic control or
public safety device, sign or designation.

Fli: No person shall park in the following designated areas only
for ride-share vehicles or vehicles who are picking
up/dropping off of passengers. The ride-share vehicle
operators o¥ vehicle gperators picking up/dropping off
passengers shall remain in the wvehicle at all times. Signs
must be erected to designate this zone:

L Thames Street, east side, beginning twelve (12) feet
south of South Baptist Street, proceeding a distance
south forty-two (42) feet.

SECTION 2. This ordinance shall take effect upon its passage and
all ordinances or parts of ordinances dnconsistent herewith are
hereby repealed.

IN COUNCIL
READ AND PASSED

Laura C. Swistak, CMC
City Clerk



CITY OF NEWPORT
ORDINANCE
OF THE
COUNCIL

No.

AN ORDINANCE IN AMENDMENT OF TITLE TEN OF THE CODIFIED
ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF NEWPORT, RHODE ISLAND, REVISION OF
1994, AS AMENDED, ENTITLED, "ADMINISTRATION."

BE. IT GORDAINED by the City of Newport:

SECTION 1. Chapter 10.72 of the Codified Ordinances of the City

of Newport, Revision of 1994, as amended, entitled, “Bicycles”
is hereby further amended, as follows:

DELETE IN ITS ENTIRETY CHAPTER 10.72. BICYCLES



















ADD IN LIEU THEREOF:

10.72. Bicycles

10.72.010. Bicycle registration program.

Any person residing in the city may register any bicycle with
the police division pursuant to a registration program to be
established by the police division. The purpose of bicycle
registration will be to identify lost, stolen and found
bicycles.

10.72.020. Transfers.

A person who sells or transfers ownership of a bicycle may
report such sale or transfer to the police division. The person
who made the purchase or the transferee of the bicycle may
thereafter register the bicycle with the police division. Any
disposition of a bicycle not covered by this section may also be
reported to the police division.

10.72.030. Alteration or mutilation of frame number.

No person shall willfully or maliciously remove, destroy,
mutilate or alter the number on any frame of a bicycle
registered pursuant to this chapter. Nothing in this section
shall prohibit the police division from pressing an
identification number on the frame of bicycles on which no
serial number can be found, or on which such number is illegible
for identification purposes.

10.72.040. Operation of bicycle.

The following rules and regulations shall be observed in the
operation of a bicycle on the streets, highways, parkways and
public places of the city:

A. Generally. Every person operating a bicycle shall
at all times operate the bicycle with due regard
for the safety of other persons and vehicles
lawfully upon the streets, highways, parkways and
public places, as well as for their own safety, and
shall at all times and under all conditions yield
the right-of-way to pedestrians. No person shall
operate a bicycle upon any pedestrian paths or upon
any public school grounds of public playgrounds
unless otherwise authorized. No person shall
operate a bicycle on any shared-use path, trail, or
other right-of-way not open to public vehicular



traffic at a speed greater than 15 miles-per-hour,
or what is reasonable and prudent having due regard
for pedestrian traffic, and in no event shall at a
speed which endangers the safety of persons or
property.

Obedience to Traffic Regulations. Every person
operating a bicycle in the roadway shall ride in
the same direction as traffic and shall not ride
against traffic on a two-way or one-way street,
unless official signage present indicates it is
permissible to do so.! Every person operating a
bicycle shall comply with all traffic laws, except
where such laws, by their nature, do not apply to
bicycles, and with all signs and signals erected
for the regulation of traffic.

Turn Signals. Before turning or changing the
direction of any bicycle upon any street, highway,
parkway or public place, it shall be the duty of
the bicycle rider to give a signal, by the
extension of the hand, to indicate intent. In
instances that demand the use of both hands for
safe operation of the bicycle, the bicyclist is not
required to signal continuously or signal at all.

Clinging to moving vehicles. No person riding upon
a bicycle, motorcycle, coaster, sled, roller
skates, skateboard or toy vehicle shall attach the
same or themself to any vehicle upon a roadway.
This shall not prohibit attaching a trailer or
semitrailer to a bicycle if such trailer or
semitrailer has been designed for such attachment.

Maintaining Control of Bicycle. No person operating
a bicycle shall engage in fancy or trick riding
without maintaining full control of such bicycle At
no time shall the operator of a bicycle carry any
item that prevents the operator from keeping at
least one hand on the handlebars.

Riding on Sidewalks. Pedestrians have the right of
way on all sidewalks. Persons thirteen (13) years
of age and older are prohibited from operating
bicycles of any kind on city sidewalks. Persons
younger than thirteen (13) years of age are
permitted to operate on sidewalks, with right-of-
way given to pedestrians. Persons of any age are
permitted to walk a bicycle on a public sidewalk.

Cell phone usage. No person shall talk on, text
message, or otherwise operate a cell phone while



riding a bicycle, unless utilizing a hands-free
device. No person shall wear headphones, earbuds,
or other devices of a similar nature in or over
both ears while operating a bicycle.?

No person may operate a bicycle of any kind on a
sidewalk in active business districts, including
those on Memorial Boulevard, Bellevue Avenue,
Thames Street, the west side of Broadway from
Equality Park to Washington Square or the west side
of America’s Cup Avenue. Riders should dismount and
walk their bicycles on the sidewalk.

A person may not use a bicycle to carry more
persons than the bicycle is designed to accommodate
with a seat securely attached for each passenger.

Bicycles abreast Persons riding bicycles two or
more abreast on a roadway or bike path shall ride
within a single lane and not unduly impede other
bicycle or vehicle traffic.

Helmets required. Any operator or passenger fifteen
(15) years of age or younger shall be required to
wear a safety helmet when riding a bicycle,
skateboard, roller skates, inline skates, and
scooter. Any operator or passenger twenty (20)

years of age or younger shall be required to wear a

safety helmet when riding an electric bicycle,

electric kick scooter, or electric skateboard. Said
helmet shall fit the person’s head and shall be
secured to the person’s head by straps while riding

Equipment on bicycles.

1. Every bicycle, when in use at nighttime, shall
be equipped with a device on the front which
shall emit a white light visible from a distance
of at least five hundred (500) feet to the
front.

2. Every bicycle shall be equipped with a red
reflector which shall be visible for six hundred
(600) feet to the rear when directly in front of
lawful lower beams of headlamps on a motor
vehicle. A device emitting a red light visible
from a distance of five hundred (500) feet to
the rear must be used in addition to the red
reflector when a bicycle is being operated at
nighttime.



No person shall sell a new bicycle or pedal for use on
a bicycle that is not equipped with a reflector on

each pedal or such bicycle, which reflector is visible
from the front and rear of the bicycle during darkness

from a distance of two hundred (200) feet, nor shall
any person operate a bicycle without such pedals.

A bicycle shall not be equipped with, nor shall any
person use upon a bicycle, any siren or whistle.
Every bicycle shall be equipped with a brake or brakes
which will enable the operator to stop the bicycle
within twenty-five (25) feet at a speed of ten miles
per hour on dry, level, clean pavement.

Every bicycle, when in use at nighttime, shall be
equipped with a minimum of twenty (20) square inches
on each side of the bicycle with white reflective
material on the wheels or tires to indicate, as nearly
as possible, the continuous circular shape and size of
the wheels or tires of each bicycle. All reflective
materials used in compliance with the subsection shall
be visible during the hours of darkness from five
hundred (500) feet when viewed under lawful low beam
headlamps under normal atmospheric conditions on a
straight, level, unlighted roadway.

Bicycle Position on the Road

Every person operating a bicycle upon a roadway at less

than the normal speed of traffic shall ride as close as
practicable to the right-hand side of the roadway except
under any of the following situationsi:

1.

Where official traffic control devices (signs or
pavement markings) specifically direct the bicyclist to
do otherwise.

When overtaking and passing another bicycle or vehicle
proceeding in the same direction.

When preparing for a left turn at an intersection or
into a private road or driveway.

When approaching a place where a right turn is
authorized.




5. When there exists a dedicated right-hand turn
lane, in which case the bicyclist may ride on the
left-hand side of such dedicated lane, even if
the bicyclist does not intend to turn right.

6. When riding on a roadway designated for one-way
traffic, when the bicyclist may ride as near to
the left-hand side of the roadway as judged safe
by the bicyclist.

7. When riding on part of a roadway set aside for
the exclusive use of bicycles, including, but not
limited to, contra-flow lanes, left-handed cycle
tracks on one-way streets, and two-way cycle
tracks.

8. When judged reasonably necessary by the bicyclist
to avoid any condition or potential conflict,
including, but not limited to, a fixed or moving
object, parked or moving vehicle, bicycle,
pedestrian, animal, surface hazard, turn lane, or
substandard-width lane, which makes it unsafe to
continue along the right-hand side of the
roadway .

9. When the road is not wide enough for a bike and a
vehicle to safely share side-by-side and a
cyclist is moving slower than traffic, they can
“take the lane.”

10.72.050. Bicycle dealers—License required—Fee.

No person shall carry on the business of buying and selling new
and secondhand bicycles without first obtaining a license
therefor from the police division. Every applicant shall pay a
license fee as set forth in Section 2.120.010 and such license
shall be effective for one year. No person engaged in the
business of buying and selling new and secondhand bicycles shall
also engage in the business of renting bicycles for public hire
without first obtaining a license therefor as provided in
Section 10.72.080. Bicycle dealers shall be required to have
all individuals purchasing a bicycle sign an affidavit stating
they have read and understood the bicycle ordinances.

10.72.060. Bicycle rental agencies—License required—Fee.

No person shall carry on the business of renting bicycles for
public hire without first obtaining a license therefor. The fee



for such license shall be as set forth in Section 2.210.010 and
such license shall be effective for one year. No fee is required
if a bicycle dealer's license has already been obtained. All
bicycles owned by such agency offered for public hire shall be
registered in the name of the agency with the city.

Agencies shall be required to have all individuals riding a
rented bicycle to sign an affidavit stating they have read and
understood the bicycle ordinances.

10.72.070. Reports by dealers.

A person engaged in the business of buying new or secondhand
bicycles shall maintain a record of all purchases, transfers and
sales made by such person, as well as the name and address of
all persons to whom the bicycles are sold, a description of each
bicycle purchased, transferred or sold, and the frame number
thereof, and, in the case of a secondhand bicycle bought from an
individual or taken in trade from a person buying a new bicycle,
or a secondhand bicycle from the dealer's stock, the
registration number thereon, if any.

10.72.080. Rentals to minors.

No person engaged in the business of renting bicycles for a fee
shall rent a bicycle to a minor under ten years of age. In
renting a bicycle to a minor over ten years of age, but not over
eighteen (18) years of age, the renting agency shall have on
file the written consent of the parents or guardian stating that
the minor is ten years of age or over and is permitted to rent a
bicycle.

10.72.90. Impoundment and disposition of bicycles.

The police will participate in and promote the use of a national
database to record bicycle ownership and assist with theft
deterrence and owner identification. In the instance a bicycle
is found unlocked, or a locked bicycle has been left without any
evidence of moving for fourteen (14) days, the bicycle shall be
deemed abandoned and collected by city authorities. If a bicycle
is seized because it is found in the possession of someone who
is not the legal owner, Newport Police will attempt to contact
the legal owner. If, after thirty (30) days the owner does not
claim the bicycle, the bike shall be deemed abandoned.

If a bicycle that is seized by police remains unclaimed for more
than (30) days, the bicycle will be donated to a recognized non-
profit or other community organization which restores and
distributes bicycles within the Newport community. If the
bicycle is not able to be accepted by any community
organizations, then it may be discarded.



Members of the police department are hereby authorized to remove
a bicycle from any public place or way and transport it to the
bicycle pound or to any lot or place maintained by the city or
the department for the storage of impounded bicycles, or to any
other place of safety under any of the circumstances hereinafter
enumerated.

1. When such bicycle is in a public right of way not
designated for bicycle storage;

2. When such bicycle is left on private property without
permission from the property owner;

In such case that a bicycle is impounded for the reasons above
and impounded as authorized by this article and the identity of
the owner or person entitled to the possession thereof is known,
such owner or person shall be given notice in writing of the
fact of such removal or impounding, the reasons therefor, and
the place to which the bicycle has been removed or in which it
is impounded.

10.72.100. Unsafe passing of a person operating a bicycle.

A. A driver of a motor vehicle commits the offense of unsafe
passing of a person operating a bicycle if the driver
violates any of the following requirements:

1. The driver of a motor vehicle may only pass a person
operating a bicycle by driving to the left of the
bicycle at a safe distance and returning to the lane
of travel once the motor vehicle is safely clear of
the overtaken bicycle. For the purposes of this
subdivision, a "safe distance" means a distance that
is sufficient to prevent contact with the person
operating the bicycle if the person were to fall into
the driver's lane of traffic. This subdivision does
not apply to a driver operating a motor vehicle:

a. In a lane that is separate from and adjacent to a
designated bicycle lane;

b. When the driver is passing a person operating a
bicycle on the person's right side and the person
operating the bicycle is turning left.

2. The driver of a motor vehicle may drive to the left of
the center of a roadway to pass a person operating a
bicycle proceeding in the same direction only if the
roadway to the left of the center is unobstructed for
a sufficient distance to permit the driver to pass the
person operating the bicycle safely and avoid
interference with oncoming traffic. This subdivision
does not authorize driving to the left of center of a



roadway when prohibited. In no event shall such
movement be made by driving off the pavement or the
main traveled portion of the roadway.ii
B. The driver of a motor vehicle that passes a person
operating a bicycle shall return to an authorized lane of
traffic as soon as practicable.
C. This section may be cited as "Frank's Law."

10.72.110 Opening Vehicle Doors

No person shall open the door of a motor vehicle on the
roadways, streets, or highways of this state, available to
moving traffic, unless and until it is reasonably safe to do so,
and can be done without interfering with the movement of other
traffic, including pedestrians and bicycles on sidewalks,
shoulders, bicycle lanes, or roadways. No person shall leave a
door open on the side of a vehicle available to moving traffic,
including pedestrians and bicycles on sidewalks, shoulders,
bicycle lanes, or roadways for a period of time longer than
necessary to load or unload passengers.

SECTION 2. This ordinance shall take effect upon passage, and all
ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby
repealed.

IN COUNCIL
READ AND PASSED

Laura C. Swistak, CMC
City Clerk




