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City of Newport
REQUEST FOR CITY COUNCIL ACTION

To: Council Chair Charles Holder & Members of the City Council
From: Michael A. Caruolo, Deputy City Manage?’)j/ W oy J/
Date: September 3, 2026 K
Subject: Bicycle Related Ordinances

Staff Presentation: Ryan G. Duffy, Chief of Police and Director of Public Safety

RECOMMENDATION:

)

It is the recommendation of the Director of Public Safety to amend the following ordinance related to subjects including,
bicycle operations, bicycle equipment, bicycle safety, bicycle / vehicle engagement, and related definitions. The affected
ordinances include:

5.97.020 Definitions

10.08.010 Definitions

10.16.020 Traffic Control Signal Legend
10.16.030 Flashing Signals

10.20.120 Parking Prohibited in Specified Places
10.72 Bicycles

BACKGROUND AND FINDINGS:

In June of 2023, representatives from the City’s Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Commission, Bike Newport and the
Police Department began to collaborate on a project to update the City ordinances with regard to bicycle related issues.
The collaborative group met periodically for many months to outline recommended changes to City ordinances in order
to bring Newport’s ordinances consistent with contemporary multi-modal philosophies and eliminate outdated processes.

On April 13,2026 a City Council Workshop was held to discuss the proposed changes to City ordinance. Upon receiving

Council and community feedback, changes were made to the original proposal as well as plans made for future adjustments
to address other micro-mobility means of transport.

PREVIOUS LEGISLATIVE ACTION
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Red=Delete

Blue=Add CITY OF NEWPORT
ORDINANCE
OF THE
COUNCIL
NO.

AN ORDINANCE IN AMENDMENT OF TITLE TEN OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES
OF THE CITY OF NEWPORT, RHODE ISLAND, REVISION OF 1994, AS
AMENDED, ENTITLED, "VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC."

BE IT ORDAINED by the City of Newport:

SECTION 1. Chapter 10.08 of the Codified Ordinances of the City of
Newport, Revision of 1994, as amended, entitled, “General
Provisions,” is hereby further amended as follows:

Section 10.08.010. Definitions.

As used in this title, unless otherwise expressly provided:

ADD:

"Bicycle” means a conveyance propelled by human power in
combination with a belt, chain or gears and also includes an
electric bicycle (also known as e-bikes).

“Bicycle Parking” A designated area that allows for the intact
and secure storage of bicycles, where both wheels can rest on a
stable surface and accessing the space does not require the
movement of other bicycles, vehicles or objects.

"Class 1 Bicycle Parking." Spaces in secure, weather-protected
facilities intended for use as long-term, overnight, and work-
day bicycle storage by dwelling unit residents, non-residential
occupants, and Employees.

"Class 2 Bicycle Parking." Bicycle racks located in a publicly-
accessible, highly visible location intended for transient or
short-term use by visitors, guests, and patrons to the building
or use.

“Bike Path” A route physically separated from motorized
vehicular traffic by an open space or barrier and either within
the highway right-of-way or within an independent right-of-way.

“"Bike Lane” A lane on a street restricted to bicycles that is
designated by means of pavement coloring, lines or other clearly
visible markings, which has a width of no less than five (5)
feet when adjacent to a curb, guardrail or other vertical
surface, or parking lane. The operation and parking of motor
vehicles is prohibited within the lane identified for exclusive
use by bicyclists, except when making a turn, entering or
leaving the roadway or a parking lane, or when required in the
course of official duty.

"Bike Route” A term used to identify a roadway shared by both




bicycles and other forms of transportation that is designated by
means of signs and/or pavement markings to indicate a preferred
navigational route for bicyclists.

DELETE CROSSWALK IN ITS ENTIRETY AND ADD IN LIEU THEREOF:

"Crosswalk" That portion of a roadway ordinarily included within
the prolongation or continuation of curb lines and property
lines at intersections, and/or at any portion of the roadway
clearly indicated for pedestrian crossing by lines on the road
surface or by other markings or signs.

“"Cycle Track” A bike lane separated from moving cars, parked
cars, and sidewalks by physical barriers to provide a dedicated
space for bicyclists and minimize potential conflicts between
people using different modes of transportation.

"Electric personal assistive mobility device" ("EPAMD") is a

self-balancing two (2) non-tandem wheeled device, designed to
transport only one person, with an electric propulsion system
which limits the maximum speed of the device to fifteen (15)

miles per hour.

“"Electric bicycle” shall mean a bicycle equipped with fully
operable pedals, a saddle or seat for the rider and an electric
motor that meets the requirements of one of the following three
classes:

Class 1: Bicycle equipped with an electric motor that provides
assistance only when the rider is pedaling and that ceases to
provide assistance when the electric bicycle reaches twenty
miles per hours (20 mph) ;

Class 2: Bicycle equipped with a throttle actuated electric
motor that ceases to provide assistance when the electric
bicycle reaches twenty miles per hours (20 mph) ;

Class 3: Bicycle equipped with an electric motor that provides
assistance only when the rider is pedaling and ceases to
provide assistance when the electric bicycle reaches twenty-
eight miles per hour (28 mph).

“"Electric kick scooter or skateboard” means a wheeled device,
designed to transport only one (1) person, in a standing
position, with an electric propulsion system which limits the
maximum speed of the device to twenty (20) miles per hour.




DELETE “MOTOR VEHICLE’ IN ITS ENTIRETY:

ADD IN LIEU THEREOF

"Motor (or motorized) vehicle" means any vehicle constructed and
designed for propulsion by power other than human power, except
for electric bicycles, motorized bicycles, EPAMD, and mobility
assistive devices, such as electric wheelchairs.

"Motorized bicycle" means a 2 or 3 wheeled vehicle that has a
post mounted seat, fully operative pedals for human propulsion?,
and a motor rated not more than four and nine-tenths (4.9)
horsepower and not greater than fifty (50) cubic centimeters,
which is capable of a maximum speed of not more than thirty (30)
miles per hour.

"Pedal carriages" (also known as 'quadricycles") means a non-
motorized bicycle with four (4) or more wheels operated by one
or more persons for the purpose of, or capable of, transporting
additional passengers in seats or on a platform made a part of,
or otherwise attached to, the pedal carriage. The term shall not
include a bicycle with trainer or beginner wheels affixed to it,
nor shall it include a wheelchair or other vehicle with the
purpose of operation by or for the transportation of a
handicapped person.

"Pedestrian" means any person afoot or wusing any walking
assistance tool such as crutches, a cane or walker, or any
person seated in a wheelchair, motorized or otherwise.

“Pedicab” See Section 5.97.020 - Definitions.

“"Road user” means a vehicle operator or passenger, bicyclist or
pedestrian within a highway, road or street.

“"Roller Skates” Any shoe with an attachment of wheels, also know
as “Roller Blades”.

“Sharrow / Shared Lane Marking” Shared Lane pavement markings
are placed in the center of the vehicle lane on the roadway and
indicate that the street space of the route is for use by both
bicyclists and motorists. Motorists should expect to see
bicycles using the travel lane. Roads with shared lane markings
are not a facility ¢type and should not be considered a
substitute for bike lanes, cycle tracks, or other separation
treatments where these types of facilities are otherwise
warranted or space permits.

“Shared Use Path (SUP)” means a paved, off-road facility
designed for travel by pedestrians and those using modes of
transportation that include bicycles, roller skates or

skateboards, where use is limited to non-motorized vehicles and
the speed limit and direction of travel are set and enforced for
the safety of all users.



“Skateboard” means any platform of any composition or size
without a seat to which one or more wheels are attached and
which is intended to be ridden or propelled by one or more
persons standing or kneeling upon it.

DELETE “STREET” OR “HIGHWAY” IN ITS ENTIRETY

ADD IN LIEU THEREOF:

"Street" or "highway" means the entire width between boundary
lines of every way when any part thereof is open to the use of
the public for purposes of vehicular travel.

"Toy” means a variation of a non-motorized bicycle, skateboard,
or scooter made for children and intended for recreation, not as
a mode of transportation.

“Trishaw” means a bicycle that has three (3) or more wheels, or
that is a trailer connected to any bicycle, that is operated by
an individual and transports, or is capable of transporting,
passengers on seats attached to the bicycle or trailer.

SECTION 2. This ordinance shall take effect upon its passage and
all ‘efdinarnieces or patrts of vitdinances inconsistent herewith are
hereby repealed.

IN COUNCIL
READ AND PASSED

Laura C. Swistak, CMC
City Clerk




CITY OF NEWPORT
ORDINANCE
OF THE
COUNCIL
NO.

AN ORDINANCE IN AMENDMENT OF TITLE TEN OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES
OF THE CITY OF NEWPORT, RHODE ISLAND, REVISION OF 1994, AS
AMENDED, ENTITLED, "VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC."™

BE IT ORDAINED by the City of Newport:

SECTION 1. Chapter 10.16 of the Codified Ordinances of the City of
Newport, Revision of 1994, as amended, entitled, “Traffic Control
Devices,” is hereby further amended as follows:

Section 10.16.020. Traffic control signal legend

DELETE SECTION 10.16.020 IN ITS ENTIRETY:




ADD IN LIEU THEREOQOF:

Section 10.16.020. Traffic control signal legend

Whenever traffic is controlled by traffic control signals
exhibiting the words '"go," 'caution" or "stop," or exhibiting
different colored lights successively one at a time, or with
arrows, the following colors only shall be used and such terms
and lights shall indicate and apply to road users as follows:

A. Motor Vehicle Traffic

35 Green Alone or “Go”.

Motor vehicle traffic facing the signal may proceed
straight through or turn right or left unless a sign
at such place prohibits either such turn. Motor
vehicle traffic, including vehicles turning right or
left, shall yield the right-of-way to other road users
lawfully within the intersection or an adjacent
crosswalk.

27 Yellow Alone or “Caution” When Shown Following the
Green or “Go"” Signal.

Motor vehicle traffic facing the signal shall stop 2.
before entering an intersection on a red or “stop”

signal, which will be exhibited immediately
thereafter. Such traffic shall not enter or be
crossing the intersection when the red or “stop”
signal is exhibited.

R Red Alone or "“Stop”. Drivers of motor vehicles
approaching the signal shall:
a. Not make any turn over or through private

property to avoid such signal;

b. Stop before entering the nearest crosswalk (if

present) and intersection;

= i Come to a complete stop, and;

d. Wait for the signal to change to green, or, if
safe to do so, make a right turn after yielding
the right-of-way to other trarfic and



pedestrians, unless such right turn on red is
prohibited by official signage.

4. Red with Green Arrow.
Motor vehicle traffic facing the signal may cautiously
enter the intersection only to make the movement
indicated by such arrow, but shall yield the right-of-
way to pedestrians lawfully within a crosswalk and to
other traffic lawfully using the intersection.

Pedestrians. Unless otherwise directed by a pedestrian
control signal, traffic control signals shall indicate and
apply to pedestrians as follows:
i Green Alone or “Go”.
Pedestrians facing a green signal may proceed across
the roadway within any marked or unmarked crosswalk.

2. Yellow Alone or “Caution” When Shown Following the
Green or “Go Signal.
Pedestrians facing a yellow signal are thereby advised
that there is insufficient time to cross the roadway
before a red indication is shown, and no pedestrian
shall then start to cross the roadway.

L Red Alone or “Stop”.
No pedestrian facing such signal shall enter the
roadway unless they can do so safely and without
interfering with the flow of traffic.

4. Red with Green Arrow.
No pedestrian facing such a signal shall enter the
roadway unless they can do so safely and without
interfering with the flow of traffic.

Bicycle Traffic. Unless otherwise directed by a bicycle-

specific control signal, traffic control signals shall
apply to bicycle traffic as follows:
1. Green Alone or “Go”.

Bicyclists facing any green signal may proceed
straight through or turn right or left unless a sign
is present prohibiting such turn. Bicycle traffic,
including those turning right or left, shall yield the
right-of-way to other road users lawfully within the
intersection or an adjacent crosswalk.

20 Yellow Alone or “Caution” When Shown Following the
Green or “Go” Signal.
Bicyclists facing a yellow signal are thereby advised
that there is insufficient time to cross the roadway
before a red indication is shown, and no bicyclist
shall then start to cross the roadway.

35 Red Alone or “Stop”. Bicyclists approaching the signal
shall

a) stop before entering the crosswalk (if present)
and intersection;

b) come to a complete stop, and;

c) wait for the signal to change to green or make a
right turn after yielding right-of-way to other
traffic and pedestrians, unless such right turn
on red is prohibited by official signage.




4. Red with Green Arrow.
Bicyclists facing the signal may cautiously enter the
intersection only to make the movement indicated by
such arrow but shall yield the right-of-way to
pedestrians lawfully within a crosswalk and to other
traffic lawfully using the intersection.

5. Bicyclists Using Pedestrian Control Signal. Bicyclists
are permitted to cross an intersection at the
direction of an immediately adjacent pedestrian
control signal when the bicyclist has adhered to all
applicable traffic laws and come to a stop at the
intersection, and all of the following circumstances
are met:

a) The intersection does not have an operational
bicycle control signal;

b) The bicyclist rides directly adjacent to but not
within the crosswalk controlled by the pedestrian
control signal;

c) It is safe for the operator of the bicycle to do
so, and the action does not interfere with other
traffic legally operating within the
intersection.

6. Bicycle Control Signal.
1f & ‘bigyeclist is 'at  an dntersection  with  an
operational Dbicycle traffic control signal, the
bicyclist is prohibited from following the direction
of an alternative (vehicle or pedestrian) traffic
signal.

SECTION 2. This ordinance shall take effect upon its passage and
all ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith are
hereby repealed.

IN COUNCIL
READ AND PASSED

Laura C. Swistak, CMC
City Clerk




CITY OF NEWPORT
ORDINANCE
OF THE
COUNCIL
NO.

AN ORDINANCE IN AMENDMENT OF TITLE TEN OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES
OF THE CITY OF NEWPORT, RHODE ISLAND, REVISION OF 1994, AS
AMENDED, ENTITLED, "VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC."

BE IT ORDAINED by the City of Newport:

SECTION 1. Chapter 10.16 of the Codified Ordinances of the City of
Newport, Revision of 1994, as amended, entitled, “Traffic Control
Devices,” is hereby further amended as follows:

Section 10.16.030. Flashing signals.

DELETE SECTION 10.16.030 IN ITS ENTIRETY:

v}
H

P}
gal

AND ADD IN LIEU THEREOF

10.16.030. Flashing signals.

Whenever an illuminated flashing red or yellow signal is used
in a traffic sign or signal it shall require obedience by road
users as follows:

A. Flashing Red (Stop Signal). When a red lens is illuminated
with rapid intermittent flashes, road users shall stop
before entering the nearest crosswalk at an intersection or
at a limit line when marked, or, if none, then before
entering the intersection, and the right to proceed shall be
subject to the rules applicable after making a stop at a
stop sign.



B. Flashing Yellow (Caution Signal). When a yellow lens is
illuminated with rapid intermittent flashes, road users may
proceed through the intersection or past such signal only
with caution.

C. Flashing Green (Pedestrian Signal). When a green lens is
illuminated with rapid intermittent flashes, road users may
proceed through the intersection or crosswalk past such a
signal only with caution.

SECTION 2. This ordinance shall take effect upon its passage and
all ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith are
hereby repealed.

IN COUNCIL
READ AND PASSED

Laura C. Swistak, CMC
City Clerk



CITY OF NEWPORT
ORDINANCE
OF THE
COUNCIL
NO.

AN ORDINANCE IN AMENDMENT OF TITLE TEN OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES
OF THE CITY OF NEWPORT, RHODE ISLAND, REVISION OF 1994, AS
AMENDED, ENTITLED, "VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC."

BE IT ORDAINED by the City of Newport:

SECTION 1. Chapter 10.16 of the Codified Ordinances of the City of
Newport, Revision of 1994, as amended, entitled, “Traffic Control
Devices,” is hereby further amended as follows:

10.20.120. Parking prohibited in specified places—Unauthorized
moving in prohibited areas.

A. No person shall stop, stand or park a vehicle, except when
necessary to avoid conflict with other traffic or in
compliance: with the dikections of & police officéer or traffie
control device; in any of the following places:

1 On a sidewalk;

2y In front of a public or private driveway, or within
five feet of either side thereof;

Within an intersection;
Within eight feet of a fire hydrant;

On a crosswalk;

10 T & p E U 0

Within twenty (20) feet of a crosswalk at an
intersection: and, for oncoming traffic at non-
intersection crosswalks, within fifteen (15) feet of a
crosswalk where there is diagonal parking, and within
ten feet of a crosswalk where there is parallel
parking;

T Within thirty (30) feet upon the approach to any
flashing beacon; stop sign oF tratfic coitrol signal
located at the side of a roadway:

8. In front of any place of public worship while any
service is being carried on;

9 On the left side of any street, unless otherwise
permitted under this chapter;

10. Between a safety zone and the adjacent curb or within
thirty (30) feet of points on the curb immediately
opposite the ends of a safety zone, unless a different
length is indicated by signs or markings;

1l. Within fifty (50) feet of the nearest rail of a
railroad crossing;






